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Egypt; to the west a narrow strait, some fourteen miles
across* dominated by Gibraltar and Ceuta, with Oran
about 150 miles to the east.

Italian imperial policy can be easily understood in
terms of their strength and weakness in the Mediter-
ranean. Their ability to prevent the passage of ships
has been developed by the intensive building of aircraft,
submarines, and speed-boats. At first these were
intended for controlling the sea around Sicily. Later
their range has been extended by obtaining control of
Majorca. Italy's weakness was to be counter-balanced
by an empire in North-East Africa which would enable
pressure to be brought on Egypt, thus neutralizing the
value of Alexandria; by intrigues in Palestine and
Syria which would weaken the English and French hold
on the eastern Mediterranean; and by Spanish intrigues
which would enable Italy to control Andalusia and
North Morocco, and might make Gibraltar untenable*
It was an ambitious programme upon which Signor
Mussolini began in 1934* The extent to which he has
succeeded and the means which he has employed will
form the main subject of this book.

After these strategic considerations certain historical
reasons may have weighed the most in influencing Signor
Mussolini's policy. A new terror has recently been added
to international affairs. Our ancestors very wisely held
that you cannot draw an indictment against a nation.
Nowadays we are quite willing to submit a nation to
psycho-analysis. Our publicists and politicians diagnose
the neurosis of a race of fifty million people, and decide
upon the treatment on evidence that would be insufficient
in the case of an anaemic typist, emerging from an un-
requited passion for the cashier. There is no need to
discuss whether Italy had an inferiority complex, but